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Rockford’s most fashionable neighborhood during the late 19th and early 
20th centuries, its residents have included mayors  & leading industrialists.

 

 

 

 

 

 

� e area along the Rock River is part of Rockford’s storied industrial past & 
was � rst subdivided in 1867 as the Rockford Water Power Co. Lots, East of 
the Rock River.  Early businesses here were the W.F. & John Barnes Co., Ward 
Pump Co., and the Rockford Watch Factory.

 

Until West and East High Schools were built in the 1940s, the Rockford 
School District had only one high school – Rockford Central, pictured to 
the right.  Parts of the old high school now form the administrative o�  ces 
of District 205 on South Madison Street.

 

� is area included two major educational institutions – the Rockford Female 
Seminary pictured to the le�  (later Rockford College) and Rockford Central 
High School.  Two structures remain - the Science Building (now home to the 
Winnebago County Health Department) and the Sherratt Library building on 
College Avenue at the river. 

� e area north and east of the Morgan Street Bridge is one of 
Rockford’s most historic.  � e area north of the railroad, now 
known as Haight Village, formed the southeast corner of the 
newly incorporated Village of Rockford in 1839 and is the only 
section of the original square mile settlement to remain intact 
as a residential area.  It is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places and is also a local historic district.
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